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The 13 ‘Ps’ of big data 
1. Portentous (momentous discourse) 
2. Perverse (ambivalence) 
3. Personal (about our everyday lives) 
4. Productive (generate new knowledges + practices) 
5. Partial (tell a particular narrative, leave stuff out) 
6. Practices (involve diverse forms of action) 
7. Predictive (used to make inferences) 
8. Political (reproduce power relations + inequalities) 
9. Provocative (scandals + controversies) 
10. Privacy (how personal data are used/misused) 
11. Polyvalent (contextual, many meanings) 
12. Polymorphous (materialised in many forms) 
13. Playful (can be fun/pleasurable) 
 
‘Small’ data become ‘big data’ 
big 
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What is self-tracking? 
Monitoring and recording aspects of one’s own life 
Also known as … 
 
life-logging 
quantified self 
personal informatics 
personal analytics 
reflexive self-monitoring (my term) 
 
 
Self-tracking wearable tech 
Apple Watch 
Social media + body metrics 
 
The smart home-body-car-washing machine 
assemblage 
Soberlink digital alcohol monitoring 
Citizen sensing devices 

The five modes of self-tracking 
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The vitality of digital data 
 
lively data 
 
data about 
life itself 
data 
constantly 
moving 
key part of 
global 
knowledge 
economy 
part of and 
influence 
everyday 
lives 
